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10L1TICAL ANTAGONISMS.

Oar readers are aware that wheu the President
of the United Slates, on the 7th of March, 1802,
fir.<t propounded, in a special message to Congress,
lit^ ("ohcuie for the gradual emancipation of slaves

in the Border Slaveholding States, with compen¬
sation to loval owners; wo gave it our earnest and

unl c^itatij^* support. When, at the opening of

the last session of tho last Congress, he unfolded
at length tin relations of his proposition under this

head, and ga>« it au extension and scope sufficient
to embrace tb« subject of slavery in all the States;
and wlicn, with the view of procuring for his pro¬

ject a place in the fundamental law of the land, he

urged upon the attention of Congress the proprie¬
ty oi opening the way for an adhesion on the part
of all the States to his beaeictnt, plan for the re¬

moval oi slavery, we again gave to his views all
the support in our power, called as we were to labor

against the opposition of many among the Presi¬
dent's political adversaries, aad the more depress¬
ing lukewarmcejs of many among his professed
friends in this matter.

We favored this proposition for many reasons,

but chiefly bccause it seemed to offer a plan for the

peaceful removal of an institution which, what¬

ever may be said in its favor or in its legitimate
defence by theologians or politicians of a certain

school, wo should ucver have thought of creating
where it did not exist. Accepting it as a great
social fact, which, in the time of men's ignorance,
hau btva allowed, under Providence, to find a

lodgmcut on this coutinent, we have uniformly
Bought to deal with it as practical men, called to

handle :> question involving passions and interests

which were ready at aay moment to kindle intoa con¬

suming fl«me by the very friction of adverse idea.*

and ar*p rations. Hencc, in the discharge of our

function public journalists, we have uniformly
felt it ou '1 u. v to oppose those scncmcs of politi¬
cal and sceiicnal ambition which were initiated by
Southern politicians in the peculiar interest of

slavery aud its extension, whether as exemplified
in the au&exation ct Tcxa«, the war upon Mexico,
the conquest aud purchase of a portion of its soil,
the rcpeaiof the Missouri compromise, the attempt¬
ed eniorcement of the Lecompton constitution on

& reluclaiit people, or, lastly, the propagandises of

sedition under the came of secession. Upon each
and all of these issues we were found arrayed
against the men who assumed to speak in behalf
of "the South" and in the interest of "slavery,"
because, equally on grounds of constitutional law
and of public expediency, wc wore compelled to

deny tiie rightfulness and ioubt the wi-dom of the
measures designated.

But, while thus resisting the projects of a pro-
da* cry fanaticism at the South, we never felt it our

duty to join in tie taunts and defiant recrimina¬
tion* which were cor.stantly hurled at the whole
Southern people by the exponents of that fanati¬
cism which ar the North was the cctural comple¬
ment ot its opposite form of phrenzy at the South.
Never w*s there a better illustration of the pro-
gr.-c.s which i. impressed on society by antagonistic
f&rc /f Oujttimcs tending ia a good direction and
souirMi.i.ee in a bad, than that, which was afforded by
tho :>.t -vouisiic and yet co-operative fanaticism* of

tho NmiIi and South in this matter of slavery.
£aoh lived, and moved, and had its being in the

other. A Governor Adams in South Carolina
thanked Gid fur the Abolitionists as "the best
friends of the South," because they had enabled
the Lhsumonists to fire the Southern heart by in¬

vocations drawn from the threats of mouthing
zeal >ta. A Wendell Phillips in Massachusetts, at

a time wheu lovers of their country were deploring
the advent of civil war, thanked God that He bad
created General licauregard. and instigated him

(as though //« had prompted the deed of shame)
to fire on the flag of his country and thus light up
a flame in the laud which might consume slavery
by ;ts devastations. iJisunionists joined hands
with Abolitionists in precipitating the great ca¬

lamity under which the nation groans to-day, and,
if notiiint; else wc-ie wanting to repel us from

sympathy with either, it would be enough for us to

jcdow :La. u.ey both co-operated in preparing the

w:«y for tl is uriiblo convulsion, aud both rejoiced in
the ruin tiur hands had brought wheu they saw

the pillars of our political edifice unseated by vio¬
lence from the firm base on which they had been

placed by the founders of the .Republic. And
hence it js that, as lovers of the Union and defen-
deis of the Constitution, we to-day feel called, in
aad re trospect of the mischiefs brought cu the land

by th»!«e opposite forms of political agitation, to

shun complicity with each in their schcinos of
anarchic and revolutionary violence. Upholding
the Constitution and the Laws against armed sedi¬
tion at the South, wo should be recreant to both if
we looked with complaccncy on projected measures

which contemplate nothing less than a practical
and th'oretical hubvereiou tf our Governme.nt in
its form and gcniun, as foreshadowed in the oblite¬
ration of State lines at the South and in the ab
sorption of all local government over nearly half
-he country in the maw of a centralized political
aud mihtaiy despotism.
The National G jv»rnment has its rights of

just f'Upremacy which must be maintained,
but maintained und r the Constitution, and by
means adopted in putsuanee of the Constitution.
On any other theory we should make ourselves
partners to the treason which ha* arrayed tho na¬

tion in anus, and we are free to confess that we

have no heart for a strugg.e wnioh should only prove
that the North was str.ji.ger than the South. The
line of partition between loyalty aud disloyalty, m
wo diftceru a, runs between men who uphoid and
rev re tho Constitution and the laws, on the one

haot., iio met who contemn and disregard the
sai.ctiorjh of notrt on the other. The armed rcve>-

lut.o ust at tho Fouth is no less an enemy of tho
Lni-^n than his aider and abettor at tho North,
who Icedi hi* p1 renzy by adding the fuel of a fa¬
natical policy to ejuicken the flames of civil war to
a rrdder glow and spread them over a wider
range. Nor does it bcoome less our duty to resist
the c,unselB uf this insctioato faction beoause
tome of its votaries may be sincere in thoir madness.
We do not doubt that there are sincere believers
iu the "right of secession".men who have so-

phiaiuutcd theii sense into h receptiou of this
mouj-trous political heresy. But for ibis shall we

disbacd our armies? And if there be men whose
zi'ai iu opposing the rebellion bus so run away with
tho'r discretion that, for all practical purposes, they
are, as the Postmaster General justly remarks;
" aiders and abettors of the Confederates," shall
we omit to expose their errors because some among
them have not that comprehension or clearness of
view which would enable them to perceive the ten¬

dency of their teachings ? Nor csln their assump¬
tions of superior wisdom or patriotism deter any
man who is conscious of his own iutegrity from ar¬

raying the counsels of reason and truth against the

suggestions of passion and prejudice. 'ihose who
are foremost in asserting their own claims to supe¬
rior intelligence and virtue generally do so under the

painful necessity of finding nobody to believe them.
If they wete so elear'y " the people," and if wis¬
dom was destined to die with them, their contem¬

poraries would be apt to discover the fact without

imposing on them the disagreeable task of such
constant self-assertion. Wisdom, even when she
lifts up her voice in the streets, does not strive nor

cry. Words of hate and bitterness are not the
first that spring to her tongue, nor does she per¬
petually dabble in the waters of Mcribah. When
she troubles the stagnant pool it is not to perform
the office of the Apocalyptic augel at the sound of
whose trumpet " a third part of the waters became
wormwood," insomuch that " many men died of the
waters because they wire made bitter," but she
troubles only to heal, like that other atgel in the

Gospels whose work was remedial and not vindic¬
tive when he stirred the waters of Bethesda If
it be true, as the Holy Bock declares, that men

ar,' known by their fruits, we have the same high
authority for saying that they arc " justified " or

"condemned" by their words, and so it cones to

piss that, by the one test or the other, wisdom is, in
the end, justified of all her children.

THE EXCHANGE OF PBI80NEB8
Gen Hitchcock, who has had the general direction of

matters referring to the exchange of our prisoners, has
written to the New York Times a long letter upon the
su! ject, by which the mystery that ban enveloped the ques¬
tion, and the confused and contradictory statements which
have beeu made about it, are cleared up.
By this letter, it would seem, our authorities are not to

blame for the stoppage of exchanges. They have pro¬
posed to the rebel Commissioner to exchange, man for
man, all the prisoners now held in the South, but this the
rebels have refused to agree to. Otht^r propositions of a

humane character have beeu made to the rebels, with a

view of effecting ttie release of our prisoners, but they
have refused to listen to them
Iu all, we hold forty thousand rebel prisoners, while the

rebels hold but thirteen thousand Union prisoners ; and
they inrist, as appears from Gen Hitchcock's letter, that
the exchange fehall be general; that is lo say, 'hit we shall
deliver up to them all of the forty thcu»*«nd prisoners in
our possesion, and receive in return about thirteen thou¬
sand men, leaving about twenty sev« u thousand men, who

might, for a few days, be considered on parole nut to take
up arms unlets duly exchanged. But then, asks Gen.
Hitchcock, "what would Mr. Ould do with tbote turn ?
Judging by what he h«a actually recently done, he wou;d
undoubtedly assume to discharge those meu from all obli¬
gations under their parole, and put them into the field to

fi*ht against national troops, standing under an unstained
national flag.the very troops who gallantly capturtd
those uiHti upou bloody battle fields within the past lew
months."

In another plae-* Gen. Hitchcock states tb*\t " already
the question has come up from Gen. Grant's glorious bat¬
tle-field at Chattanooga as to what tlutll be done with a

bydy of the enemy, who, having be- n paroled as prisoners
of war at Vicksburg, have been recaptured in arms at
Chattanooga without having been properly exchanged
and this notwithstanding the explicit denial of Mr. Ould
that any of the Vicktburg prisoners had been sent into
the field.

Betide the difficulty above indicated, there are several
others, one of which Gen. Hitchcock discusses at length
In accordance with the barbarous proclamation issued by
Gen. Jeff Davis in September of la»t >ear, the rebels have
persistently refused to deliver up f.-r exchange any of our

wb'te officers captured while in command of colored troops,
or any of the colored soldiers who have been taken pri¬
soners. Our Government cannot permit this, as, he says,
it would enable the rebels to defeat one of the most itn-
porrant ligatures of national policy for the suppression of
the rebellion. '

The Times remark" that the country will feel indebted
to Gen. Hitchcock for the ahle and lucid expositi< u of
this great question that he b*s given, and will sustain the
Government in tbe measures it has adopted, as stated by
Gen. Hitchcock.

THE LONDON TIMES AS A PROPHET.

The London Times of the M'h instant has an elaborate
editorial review of military alUira in this comtry, which
ia exceedingly rich, as w.ll be seen from the following ex¬

tract:
" In all probability the campaign of 1SC3 had come to

an end in Tenne»see a* well as in Virginia. The month
of "October'had been spoken of &« likely to witnets a* me
remarkable events in the grand content of the Federal
army at Chattanooga with the forces of Oen. Ilragg, but
nothing of importance has taken place, although the expec¬
tation of some g>eat pa*«ag.> of arm* null prevails. Whe¬
ther any thing will bo attempted will depend on the state
of the weather, and, judging with the experience of the

riant two yeara to guide u# we may any that ii ia moat
ikely the tiro armies vill remain marly at they are until

the return of spring Indeed, tbia ia aluioat the beat that
can be anticipated by the Federals. Troopa are being
hurried up by (Jen. Grant,not to proceed with the invasion
of Georgia, but to defend tbe Federal communication*
It ia aucoeaa for tbem to hold their eartbworka at Chatta¬
nooga, to prevent tbe Confederate cavalry pouncing upon
their trains and reducing them to ^xtremitie* for want of
auppliea. The aucceaa of Hooker on the 28th aevma, if
true, to be unimportant, for the Conlederatea atill bold
tbe weat bank of Lookout Creek, and the aituation of the
two armiea remaina tiocbai g d. If, then, Geo. Grant can
do a* much aa Gen K >*eeraijs, and nnintain his position
during the totntrr at Chmttnnooi'*, he wny he considered os

having achieved all that the Federals cm hope Jar, Presi¬
dent Davis speaks cotifUh inly at Mobile that he will be
unable to do thirf. T he 8- utberti statesman declares that
Grant will be beaten and driven northward out of Tennes¬
see. Allowing for oratorical exaggeration, it may be pre-
aumed that Mr. Davis thinks the chances in tbe Tennea-ee
campa go are in favor of the Confederate* We may give
crtde ee to h s assertions, sinoe they eoiocide sufficiently
with the correspondence from the Federal cimpaBl the
general tone of the North respect ng the at ate of afftirn.
There ta such a remarkable agreement that things are criti¬
cal, such an absence of.the usual prophecies of np»ed> vic¬
tory, that we may be aure that the danger to the Federal
aamy i< real and obvious. The hist th<t ran happtn to
the invaders is to be tpri.ad an ignorninous and ruinous
rt treat "

Tbe Tiffit s then affirms that Geo. Meade w.ll probab'y
spend the wnter at:d spiing in r> pairing railroads, and that
tne invasion of Virginia "m g ven up entirely." The ex¬

pedition t»lk>d of to tbe coast of Texas, it aayn, will
"come to nothing" It adds that lsC'J will leave mat¬
ters substantially tbe name a* at tie beginning, and there¬
fore it aska " the North whether enough has ot been done
to pro?* that Ibe Confedi r»t» a are determine! on inde¬
pendence aud strong enough to maintain it 1"

How to Commiricati: with Union pRisoMKnn in
Ric IIMoMi .Lett> is ski uld be written on a hall-rheet of
note or letter piper, and only i u one ad- They should
relate soMy to matters purely d m< stic. Enclose the
Iet'»r in an uasea.ed envelope, and put in five cents f r

postage. Addre»a it to the person ho whom it is intended,
giving his ooniMny, regiment, »< d the pris >u in which he
is confined at Richmond, Va On t'.e h-it hand comer
ma<k, " Via F ag of-truoe, care of Brig. Gen 8. A. Mere¬
dith, Uuit'd States Commissioner for Kxobauge, Fortress
Mouroe, Va " Then enclose it h a sealed envelope, ad¬
dressed to "Brig. Gen. S. A. Meredith, Fortresi Mon¬
ro®."

THE LAW OK TRUE PKOGRESb.

Among nil tbe journa's of the land there i* uone

which is xuore " radical" than the Chicago lri-

bune. Wo do not believe it is any more persuaded
that slavery is a social evil than some others among
its contemporaries whose political dialect is uot

precisely modulated according to its own. There
are those who, in dealing with questions of con¬

crete politics, feel it necessary to handle them with

circumspeotiou and sobriety; and it is probable
that the chrcnic schism between " radicals" and
"conservatives" springs from those intellectual
differences which cause some men to piuso at the
threshold of all " reforms" to consider the rightful¬
ness, practicability, or expediency of the means

employed to reach a certain end, while others aro

so preoccupied with the desirability of the cad had
in view that they grow cither too precipitate or

too unscrupulous in their choice of agencies by
which to attuin the objeot of their aspirations.

Bat our Chicago contemporary, in reading a

lecture to some imaginary "conservatives," who, it

assumes, are over-anxious to preserve slavery from
the consequences of the natural causes working
for its destruction, Las inculcated some lessons so

proper to be marked and digested by impatient
« radicals" that wo oite them for the instruction
of the latter, if haply we have any among our

readers. It says :

" Saving is a good business, if the thing saved be good
for any thing, and t an be secured without too much cost
nnd peril toother interests. If the thing called slavery
were a good thing, it would be a highly meritorious endea¬
vor, in tbe general wreck to which it is going as fast as

time and the tush of events iu God's providence can carry
it, to gather up whatever of the wreck and remnsntR
might be possible, aud preserve them for future ure. but,
ns the case is, it is questionable whether it be worth the
while for any man to go gleauing after the reapers of des¬
tiny to save tbe stray »tr.tws of that institution which iie
'about the fields where it so lately flourished. We submit
to auy of our 'conservative* friends who dislike to see

things tumbled about whether it is worth their while to
be at much trouble to conserve the odds and euds of such
a couceru. Were the city of Washington here, and could
we talk to men iu high places, we Mould submit t» them
whether it would pay, on tbe whole, for any Cabinet offi
cer to give himself any great anxiety to gather up and
hold on to the flying threads of that dark web now so ra¬

pidly ravelling out iu Missouri or Maryland 1 Why not
rather give way to tbe inevitable, and let the thing g<>, just
as fast as the laws of Nature and of war and God's provi¬
dence were uormally working to destroy it T

" It is conceded that the institution was put up at the
hazard of the war with the first gun that was fired on
Sumter. The bail that broke a hole in the wall broke one
a thousand times as big in the constitutional ligaments
which held slavery in safety to the South. Heuceforth
it must take its chances. It turns out as we saw it would;
tbe chances are awfully against it; war is grinding it
fiue and wiping it off about as last as possible in the na

ture of things. Why not let it go ? True, Kentnsky, be¬
ing specially intent on this one thing, may hold on to the
old shell of slavery for a while, but what will it amount
to after all T If auy thing is doomed, or being d >ne for,
it is tbe ' patriarchal' concern iu Maryland, Delaware,
West Virginia, Missouri, Ark&asas, Louisiana, and Ten¬
nessee. When it is wi^ed out iu those States what will
it be worth iu Kentucky T

" Nothing is ui<>re certain than that President, Cabinet,
and al' m-n concerned will find the easiest road to be the
straighten and the shortest. When a revolution, bene¬
ficent aud inevitably destined to go through, has set in.
and is uuder way, there is no greater fol'y than to think
to arrest it in mid career. This is the special weakness
of small men, who get frightened at' the noise and dust
which is raised, and which they themselves perhapj helped
to raise

'. We trust of course to the President and hi« advisers
to adhere, as far as may be, to constitutional forms, to
snve principles, and to make safe precedents. And as the
President is a mau;of strictly legal mind aud a good law¬
yer, and has good lawyers about him, the people do not
feel any great solicituie that these things will not be
attended to.

" What we insist on is, that the mode of arbitrament
which the rebels have themselves chosen shall do its pro¬
per work ; that siavery shall take all the chimces it has
evoked; that these chances shall not be lessened, smooth¬
ed, or soothed ; but that tbe broom shall follow close on

the heels of the retreating rebellion, and sweep clean eve¬

ry squnre foot of ground it exposes. This will found
not only the safest and best course, but in tbe long run
the easiest."

Now, if it be true, as the Chicago Tribune af¬
firms, (and as no " conservative" denies,) that slave¬
ry is going to " a general wreck as fast as time and
the rush of events in God'j providence can carry
it," why should our "radical" friends giv»i them¬
selves so much trouble to hasten its progress at a

faster pace thsn "time" and "God's providence"
are visibly marking for its exit? Repeating the
very words of our contemporary, and modestly sug¬
gesting that some of its over-zealous friends might
profitably take a lesson out of its book, wc would
propound to " radicals" the same query it pro¬
pounded to " conservatives,"" and ask, " Why not

rather give; way to the inevitable, and let the thing
go just as fast as the laws of Nature and of war

and God's providence are normally working to de¬

stroy it?"
In fact, it is only the Constitutional Conserva¬

tives who can properly put this reproachful ques¬
tion to other people. They are now perlectly will¬
ing, aud always have been since the war for the
Union began, to see slavery recede before tho pro¬
gress of our arms "just as fast as the law* of Na¬
ture and of war and God'»' providence were nor¬

mally working to destroy it." But tho " radi¬
cals" were not satisfied with tho " normal working"
of these forces, and sought to quicken their opera¬
tion by overshooting the mark with "paper pro¬
clamations" declaring men to bo free when they
were not free, and millions of whom are still held
in bondage. And, by thus seeking; to get ahead of
time, the law-of Nature, and of God's providence,
they have incurred the usuil penalty of such im¬
prudence and presumption.-that of unking their
miscalculations only the more signal in the cyra of
the wotld and of pistponing the realization of their
wishes. The proclamation of January 1st, 18^3,
declaring the slaves of Alabama "now, henceforth,
and forever free," wa* most palpably an anachron¬
ism, because in advance of " time," "the laws of
war," and of "God's providence." And the fa¬
tuity of tlius seeking to get the start of Time
and Providence was never more strikingly illus¬
trated than in the demonstrated inefficacy of that
edict. When the slaves of Alabama are free it
will be by the " normal working" of those cause*

which every Conservative accepts in all their legi¬
timate consequences, and which, but for the impa¬
tience and presumption ef radical theorists, would
have sooner borne the fruits desiderated by all
good patriots and lovers of humanity. And we arc

glad to discover that this truth is mow becoming
so patent that oven our hurrying reformers have
come unconsciously to adopt the language and en¬

force the admonitions of such conservative* as are

willing to follow the lead of !>ivine Providence,
without being ambitious to get the advantage of it
in the race of human progress.

Political conservatism seeks to find out the line
of ssfu change and to follow it with steadiness and
circumspection. Political radicalism, for sometimes
being more direct in its approaches and more vio¬
lent in its processes, is not always so sure in ite
progress or so benefioial in iu workings. Rcsem-4l

bling some mouutuin torrent, which is luud aud

desolating ia its course, it uiay uiovo with headlong
speed, leaping from preuipioe to preoipico in its

easy descent, and bearing foam and feculenoe «n

its surface. Bat beins? fed by no perennial spriug
it rapidly passes away, leaving nothing but drift¬
wood and debris to mark the track of its swollen
waters, which, spilled on the rock, make no city
gladder for the tribute brought to its haibors
and no plain more siniliug for the abundance
added to its harvests. Reforms, to bs stable and
beneficent, should not be the offspring of violence
untempered by wise conduct, for it is as true now

as when the Latin poet uttered it for the admoni¬
tion of Augustus, that " foroc without counsel fall's

by its own weight." Or, if we seek to find in
modern verso the enunciation of the same sound

philosophy, we have but to poudcr the weighty
liues of the German bard as reproduced by th«
English Coleridge:

" Straight forward goes
Tbe lightning's patb, and straight the fearful path
Of the cannon bill. Direct it flies and rapid,
Shattering that it way reach, and shattering what it

reaches.
My son, tbe road the hum hi being travels,
That on which blessing comes and gt en, doth follow
The river's course, the valley's playful windings,
Curves round the cornfield and the hill of vines,
And thus secure, though late, leads to its end."

THE STRENGTH OF GEN. GRANT'S ARMY.

The St. Paul (Minnesota) Pioneer publishes the follow¬
ing extract of ti private letter writteu from the Army of
the Cumberland previous to the late advance, which fur¬
nishes some interesting particulars as to the strength of
Grant's force. We find it in tbe New York Evening Post:
"The Army of the Cumberland has been entirely reor¬

ganized by Gen. Grant. You would be surprised to know
t^e number of regiments down here between iStevensmj,
Chattanooga, and Nashville. We have the old Army of
the Cumberland, two corps of the Army of the Potomac,
and two corps from the Aruiy of th« Tennessee, and others
are oorning. There are ninety regimeuis in a single corps
of the Army of the Cumberland. No more regiments were
ever got together in this country tLau are now on the soil
of Middle Tennessee. I can s^e no show'for Bragg, and,
without knowing the plans of our generals, I confidently
look for a hasty witbdiawal of his army, or a thuuderiug
big suia«h up of his whole force.

" Bragg missed it when he lay still around Chattanooga
three weeks ago. Rosecramt's army was then on one-

quarter ration*, without foragp, his rear poorly guarded,
and threatened daily. But now we are all right. Rations
are plenty, and steamboats are running to within ten miles
of Chat-ano >ga. We have quite an army of Generals.
Gran;, Thomas, Grander, Hooker, Sherman, Howard, Slo-
cutn, Ostertaus, and Palmer, all commanding corps or de¬
partments of one or more corps Our troops h iil princi-
pally from Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Pennsylvania, New
York. Missouri, Iowa, Kansas, Massachusetts, New Jer¬
sey, Wisconsin, Michigan, and Kentucky, though several
other States are represented."

PROPOSED SUBSTITUTE FOR THE CHRISTIAN
CHURCH.

At the Annual Meeting of th« American Anti Slavery
Society, held in the city of New York in May lust, it wan

resolved that the completion of another decade of the
Society's existence should be marked by a special public
ineeTing devoted to a general review and survey of the
cau«e, t<> be h-ld in the city of Philadelphia to-day, the
third of December, " then and there to celebrate, in an

appropriate manner, the thirtieth.an I we would fain
hope the final.anniversary of its formation." As the
trims of the resolution thus contemplate a speedy disso¬
lution of the society on the supposition that its specific
labors are about to terminate with the overthrow of slavery
in the United States, a correspondent of the National
Anti Slavery Standard, commended by that journal as "a

clergyman of unimpeachable orthodoxy," protests against
any Buch determination, and proposes that the said society
Bhall perpetuate its useful existence in order to take the

place now filled by the Christian Church. He says :

" Probably there is not on earth a body of people, em

bracing men arid women of so much refinement and intel¬
ligence, who at this moment are so entirely /res, a* you
Garrisoriian Abolitionists I say you, for while my aboli¬
tionism dates back to J8H1, I have not acted with your
society in the matter of voting, and have been therefore
outside of jour organization. The suspicion of heresy,
which still «nslaves many worthy men in Church organi¬
zations, you scout, and treat as the id'e wind which you
respect not. You allow no society of men, either political
or ecclesiastical, Protestant or Popish, to hamper your
conscience and stand between you and your God. You
enjoy the lull measure of Christian liberty which Paul
enjoined upon his brethren when he said, ' Let no man

judge you in meat and drink,' etc.
"Now, the object of this communication is to suggest,

whether, instead of disbanding as a society a> d going into
a state of disintegration, you ought not <o continue your
existence, locate branch societies in every neighborhood
and hold monthly meetings fur mutual improvement, and
for the attainment of that Christian perfection wh ch ail
sincere men long for.

" While whole Churches have gone into open apost'cy
by taking side* with the oppr»ssr.r, and justifying the
system which violates every precept of the decalogue, you,
who have never cal'ed yourselves 'the Church,' have re

mained faithful to God an t his Christ, and the interests of
Christian morality. Thus you furni«h to the men of can¬

dor and of thought the best type of a Christian Church
which the world now $ee».a Church without a dominating
priesthood arid a procru«te^n creed, but whose members
are all free from the restraints and traditions of men, and
are kiru* and priests unto God. If you had your monthly
meetings scattered throughout the country, where it was

known that bum st, earnest, and intelligent men met f >r

connsel and co operation, they would furnish a home for
those who, disgusted with the hypocrisy and treason of so

many of the ecclesiastical organizations, are now in the
condition of Noah's dove, wbicti found no rest for the sole
of her foot.

" Wou'd it not be well to make th s a topic of discus¬
sion at Philadelphia 7 Bring on Theodore Weld, and
Theodore Tilton, and Gerrit Smith, and the" other Good
Samaritans of the day, who rejoice in the freedom where¬
with Christ has made them free, and instead of two days,
spend a whole week in council. What a blessing to those
of us who will form the audience to hear the illustrious
men of your society speak on the signs of the times, and
give their opinions as to what Christianity and our oountry
now require at our bands. Most appropriately was it at

Philadelphia where your society of brotherly'love was or¬

ganized t<> break the bonds of the slave. Most appropri¬
ately will it be the place for assembling all the liberators
together to devise means for liberating the contciencet and
intc.Uicti of men rrery whtrt."
As the Garrisonian Abolitionists have always pretty

equally divided their maledictions between slavery and the
Christian Church, we must admit that the writer is en¬

tirely logical in arguing that they should not disburid be¬
cause the former of these institutions is about to disappear
As the Church, however, is, in the words of Beza, " an

anvil which hasw. ru out many a hainin- r," arid nm dig
them some much stronger than that wielded by our modern
iconoclasts, we think the friends of Christianity need be
in no great apprehensions of th ' rivalship wi'h wh.ch it
is threatened by the American Anti-Slavery Society.

THE STORMING OF MISSIONARY RIDGE.

Tbfl storming of the ridge in the great battle before
Chattanooga on the 'ilith ultimo is thus described by an

officer in a report to the War Department:
" The storming of the ridge by our troops was one of

the greatest miracles in military .history. No man, who
climbs the ascent by any of the roads that wind along its
front, can believe that eighteen thousand men were moved
upon its broken and crumbling face, unless it was his for
tune to Witness the deed. It seems as awful as a visible
interposition of God. Neith-rGen. Grant nor Gen.Thomas
intended it. Their orders were to carry the nfle pits
along the base of the ridge and cut off their occupants ;
but when this was accomplished the unaccountable spirit
of the troops bore tbem bodily up the impracticable
steeps, over the bristling rifle-pits on the crest and the
tbiity cannon enfilading every gully. The j>r<ler to storm
appears to have been given simultaneously by Generals
Sheridan and Wood because the men were not to be held
bsck, hopeless as the attempt npp. ared to military pru¬
dence. Besides, the Generals caught the inspiration of
the men, and were ready themselves to undertake impossi
bilities."

DEATH OF MRS. PIERCE.
Doatov, Dp.c. 2..Mrs. Jane M. Pierce, wife of E«

Pr sident Pieice, died this morning at Andover, Massa¬
chusetts. She had been in feeble health for souie years.

THE VICTORY AT Cll.iffANOOGA
OFFICIAL DESPATCH IvS

Tbe following official de&patole» have beco re¬

ceived at the War Department since c ur last issue.
They show that the victory at Chattanooga is

complete. Suoh unofficial details as have been
transmitted,by telegraph will be fouud in another
column:

Chattanooga, Nov 25, 1863.7.15 P. M.
Major Gen. HaLLECK, General-in-Chief:
Although the battle lasUd from early dawa till dark

this eveuing, I believe I am not premature in announcing
a complete victory over Bragg. Lockout Mountain Top,
alt the ritlc^piU in Chittanpog* Valley, aud Missionary
Ridge entire have been carried, aud are now held by us.

U. 8 Ghant, M/ijijr General.

Chattanooga, Nov. 25.12 o'clock, midnight.
Mnjor Gen. H. W. HaLLECK, General-in-Chief:
The operation* to day have been more successful than

yesterday, having carried Missionary Ridge, from near

Ktmville to the railroad tuunel, with a comparatively
small loss ou our side, capturing about forty pieces of
artillery, a large quantity of *mall arm*, ainl camp aud
gbrriion equipage, b^si lei the arms in the hauda of pri¬
soners.- 'We captured two thousand pris ners, of whom
two buudred were officers of all grades, from colonels
doun.
We will pursue (be enemy in the morning. The con¬

duct of the officers was every thing that could be ex¬

pected.
Missionary Ridge was carried simultaneously at six

different points.
Gko. H. Thomas, Mitjor General.

Headquarters of the Army,
C huttanuoga, 1 A. M., November '27, Jd63

Mujor Gen HaLLECK, Geueral-in Chief:
I hm just in from the front. The rout of the enemy is

most complete. Abandoned wagons, oaisaons, and occa¬
sional pieces of artillery are every where to be found. 1
think Brajig's loss will fully reach t-ixty pieces of artillery.
A large number of prisoners have fallen into our hands
The purnuit will coutinue to "Red Clay" in the morning,
for which place I shall start in a f<>w hours.

U. S. Grant, Major General.

DETAILS HY GEN. MEIGS.

Headquarters, Chattanooga, Nov. 20, 1863
To Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary >f Ifur.
Sir : On the 23J instant, at 11 30 AM, Gen. Grant

ordered a demonstration agiii'st Mission Ridge, to develop
the force holding it. The troops marched out, formed in
order, advanced in line of battle, mb if on parade. The
rebels watched the formation and movement from their
picket lines and rifle pits, and from the summits of Mission
Kidge, five hundred feet above us, and thought it whs a

review aud drill, so openly and deliberately, so regularly
was it all done. As the line advanced, preceded by wkir-
mishe'8, and at halt pust two o'clock P. M. reached our

picket lines, they opened a rattling volley upon the rebel
picket*, who replied and ran into their advanced line o

riflr) pits. After theui went our skirmishers, «nd into
them, along the centre of the line of twenty five thousand
troops, which Geu. Thomas hal so quickly di«pla>e<1.
Until we opened fire, prisoners assert that they thought
the whole movement was a tevi^w and a general drill, and
that it was too late to seud to their camps for reinforce¬
ments, an! that they,were overwhelmed by force of num¬

bers. It was a surprise in open daylight. At three P. M.
the important advanced portion of Orchard Knob and the
lines right and lrft were in our possession, and arrange¬
ments were ordered for holding them during the night.
The next day at daylight Gen. Thomas had five thou¬

sand men across the Tenuessee, and established on its
south bank, and commenced the construction of a pon¬
toon bridge about six miles above Chattanooga. The re¬

bel steamer Duubar, repaired at the right moment, ren¬

dered effective aid in this crossing, carryiug over six
thousand men. By nightfall Geu. Tbomtts had sfeized the
extremity of Mission Kidge, nearest the river, and whs

entrenching himself. Gen. Howard with a brigade open* d
communication with him from Chattanooga on tbe south
Hide of the river. Skirmishing and cannonading continued
all the day on the left and centre. Gen. Hooker scaled
the tloprs of Lookout Mountain from the valley of Look -

out Creek, drove the rebels around the point, captured
i;ime two thousand prisoner#, and established himself high
up the mountain side, in full view of Chattanooga. This
rai-ed the blockade, and now steamers are ordered from
Brirlgxport to Chattanooga. They h&i run only to Kel-
ley's Ferry, whence ten miles of hauling ov*r mountain
roi«d* and twice across the Tennessee on p xitoou bridges
bri light us our supplies. All night tbe point of Mission
Kidge, ou the extreme left, and the side of Lookout
Mountiiu.on the extreme right, blazed with the camp fires
of loyal troops. Tne day hod been one of dense mist and
rain, and much of Hooker's battle was fought above the
clouds which concealed hm from our \iew, but from
which his musketry was beard. At nightfall the sky
cleared, and the full moon.the traitor's doom.shone
upon the be*i tiful scene. Until. I A. M. twinkling sparks
upon the mountain side showed that picket skirmishing
was going on When it ceased a brigade sent from Chat¬
tanooga crossed the Chattanooga Creek and opened c*>ui-
munication with Hooker. Gen. Grant's beadqu*rt> rs
during tl>e afternoon of the 23d and the day of the 24th
were in Wood's redoubt, except when in the course of
the day be rode along the advance) line, visi ing the head-
quarters of the several commanders iu Chattanooga
Valley.
At daylight on the 25th the stars and s'ripes were de-

scned on ttie peak of Lookout The rebels b-.d evacuated
the mountain. Hooker mored to descend the mountain,
and, strikn g Mission Kidge at the Kossville Gap, toi>we>p
ou both sides and on i's summit. The rebel troops were
seen as foon as it was light enough streaming by regno -nts
and brigades along the narrow summit of Misnioti Kidge,
either concentrating on the right to overwhelm Sherman,
or inarching for the railroad and raising the sie^e. Theyhadevacu<ted the Valley of Chattanooga; would they
abandon that of Chickxtnauga T The twenty pounders
and f</ur aud-a-quarter rifles of Wood's redoubt opened
on Mission Kidge. Orchard Knob paid its compliments
to the Kidge, which, with rifled Parrotts, answered, and
the canhonade thus commenced continued all d»y. Shot
and shell screamed froui Orchard Knob to Mission Kidg",from Mission Kidge to Orchard Knob, and from Wood'c
redoubt over the heads of Generals Grant and Thomas
and their stuff*, who were with us in this favorable posi¬tion, whence the whole battle could be seen as iu an am¬
phitheatre The headquarters were under fire all day.Cannonading ai d musketry were heard from General
Sherman. Gen. Howard marched the Eleventh Corps to
j iin hiin. Thomas sen: out skirmishers who drove in the
rebel pickets and chasi d them into their entrenchment*,and at the foot of Mission Kidge Sherman made an assault
against Hrsgg's right, entrenched on a f.'gh knob next t .

that on which !*herinan humelf lay fortified. Ti e assault
w is gallantly made. The foroe making it reached theedge
ot the crest, held its ground for it seemed to me an hour,hut was bloodily rt pulsed by reserves. A general ad¬
vance was ordered, and a strong line of skirmishers fol¬
lowed by a deployed line of battle some two mi'es in
length. At the signal of his cannon shots from the head
quarters on Orchard Knob, the column moved rapidly and
orderly forward. The reibel pickets discharged their
muskets and ran into their rifle-pits. Our skirmishers
followed on fh» ir heels The line ot battle was not far
behind, and we saw the gray rebels swarm out of fhe longline of the rifle-pits in numbers which surprised us, and
over the base of the bill. A few turned and fired their
pieces, but the greater number collected Into the manyroads which cro*s obliquely up its steep face and went on
to tbe top. Some regiments pressed on and swarmed up
the steep sides of the Kidge. Here and there a color was
advanced beyond the lines.
The attempt appeared most dangerous, but the advance

was supported and the line ordered to storm the he ghts,
upon wh.ch not less than forty pieces of artillery, and no
one knew how many muskets, stood ready to slaughter the
saaailauts. With cheers answering to cheers the men
swarmed upwards. They gathered to the point least diffi
cult ol assent, and the line was broken. Color after color
whs planted on the summit, while inusket and cannon
vomited their thunder upon them. A well-directed shot
from Orchard Knob exploded a rebel caisson on the sum¬

mit, and the gun was seen galloping to the right, its driver
Inching his horses. A party of our soldiers intercepted
them and the gun was captured with cheers. A fierce
musketry fight broke out to the left, where, hetwten
Th mas and Sherman, a mile or two of the Kidge was
st.ll occupied by the rebels. Hragg left the house in which
he had held bis headquarters, and rode to tbe rear as our

troops crownsd the bill on either side of him. Qe.i. Grant
proceeded to the summit, and then did we only know Its
height. Some of the captured artillery was put into pn».
Hon, artillerists were sent for to work the guns, caissons
weie searched for ammunition. The rebel log-breast¬
works were torn fo pieces and ctrned to fbe other aide of
the Kidge, and used in forming barricades across it A
strong line of infkntry was formed in the rear of Kaird's

line, hotly fUgfegdii iu t» musketry coulest with tbe rebel*
to the left, and it secure lodgment was noun effectel.
TLe other a*?.it;l', tu tbe right of our centre, gained the

summit, and ibe rebels threw wii tbuir at tun aud (led.
Honker, column iu fnV' raUle position, swept tbe right of
tbe ridge aud captured maiy prisouera. Bang's rernain-
it g trot |'n left enrly in tbe itigtif, aud tbe battle of Chatta¬
nooga, after ibtee days ot manoeuvring aud fighting, was
wilt. Tbe strength of the rebellion ill the centre wu
broken.Bu:ii*ide tetievrd from dhnger; East Tennessee,
Kentucky, und Tennessee rescued; Georgia aud tbe
Southwest threatened in tin- teur, aud another viet >rjr
a ided to the chap'er ot " Unconditional t-urrender Grant."
To-night tbe estimate of captures is several tbousaud pri¬
soners and thii ty pieces ol artilk-iy. The loss fur so great
a > icfcoiy was not severe.

brag* is (iriug tie railroad as he retreats towards Dai-
ton. Sherman is iu bot pursuit.To d*y i viewed tbe battle flelJ, which extend* for six
miles along Mission Kid#.* aud for several miles on Look-
out Mouiit litt. l'robabiy ui>t so well directed, so well or¬
der i d a battle btts been delivered during the war. But
one assault was repulsed; but that assault, by calliog to
tii it point the rebel reserves, prevented tbeui repulsing
any of the others. A f«w days since Br»gg rent to Geo.
G.ant a fl ig of truoe, advniug I itu that it would be pru-d' nt to r«tuov« any uon-cnuibatants who might be still in
Chattanooga No reply has b hi returned, but the com¬
batant* having removed from this viciuity.it is now proba¬ble that nott combatants cau re-mam without imprudence.

M C. MhlGS,
Quartermaster General.

o

DESPATCH FROM GEN THOMAS.

ClIATTANOOUA, (Tkhm.) Nt»v. 27.12 P. M.
Mrtjor Gen. H. W. HalI.ECK, General-in-Chief:

Gen. Palmer leportstbit Johnson's division of the Four¬
teenth Corps iiirprised A. P. Stewart's division last night
taking four guns, two cui^ons, and imny prisoners.
Hooker reports bis arrival at Kinggold at nine o'clock

A M. to-day. lie tound the road strewn with caissoua,
ltuiber*, and ambulances. He commenced skirmishing
with the enemy at eleven o'clock ,A. M., iu Railroad
Pass or Gap, tie ir Ringgold, about half of Osterbaua'a
an 1 a third of-Geary's uvisinna engaged, and f roed tbe.
enemy to abandon the position be ban taken iu tbe p&aaer.
Both divisions <-uffeied severely, tbe enemy making ob.-ti-
nite resistance
O i the morning of the 24! It I sent Col. Long, command

ing the second brigade of the second cavalry division,
across South Chickauiauga to make raids on the Ei at
Tennessee and Georgia railroad. He returned this eveo
ing, biingiug two hundred and fifty prisoners, aud repcrta
that be has destroyed the railroad from Tyuer's Station to
the Hiawaasie, tnd ten miles mouthwest of Cleveland. He
also destroyed eighty wagons and a large quantity of com¬
missary stores and other supplies at Cleveland. The pri¬
soners we have taken rince the 23d now buui up more than
five thousand. Geo. II. Thomas,

Major General Commanding. .

DESTRUCTION OF REBEL PROPERTY.

Chattanooga, Df.c. 1..Gens. Hooker and Palmer
evacuated Ringgold this morning after burning the mills,
depots, public building, aud railway bridge.
A cavalry recount Usance twen'y three miles amthward

discovered t«o enemy, but they were found in force atTen-
uessee Hill.
The railroad from Ringgold to Chickamauga was de¬

stroyed by (Sen. Hooker.
Col. Gross's brigade were left on the old battle-field of

Chickamauga, burying the d> ad, a large number of whom
had been left by the rebels uncovered since September
20ih.
Tuere has been no fighting m this army since Hookei'a

attack on Ilragg's rear at Ringgold, on the 26th. Bragg
was fore'd to march on, being badly whipped, aud iufiict-
ing considerable los t upon Hot ker. Our loss is about five
t > »ix hundred ; the enemy's much larger. We have taken
six thou-and prisoners iu tbe three days' battles, many
of whom are officers. Tbe army movements now going
on are not lor tbe publio at present.
Tbe following is a list of general, field, and staff officera

who have been killed or wounded :

Brig. Gen. John E. 8mi;b; Br;g Gen. Corse; Brig Gen.
Mathias; Brig G^n. Giles A. Stnlh ; Brig. Gen W. S.
Smith ; Col. Plolpa. 3^fh Ohio, commanding third brigade;
M-*j >r Irwin, Gr,b Ohio, killed; Major Kurcb, 93d Ohio,
killed ; Mnjwr Bittcrfield, 17th Ohio, wounded ; Lieut. Col.
Boyoton, 3oth Oh o, wounded ; Col. Putuarn, 93d Illinois,
killed; Lieut Col. Stuart, 90.h Illinois, wounded; Col.
Ra*im and Major Walsh, 56:h Illinois, wounded; Lieut.
Col Gilpin, iJ6:h Illinois, wounded; Li-ut. Col. Davidson,
77th Illinois, wounded; Col. Mn'rkda'e, 74th Illinois,
wounded; N. H.Towner, Chief of Artillery, Gen. Smith'a
start, wounded; Mnjor Glare, 321 Indiana, killed; Col.
Espy, 68ih Indiara, wouided ; Co'. H. Hea'h, 100th In¬
diana, mort'al'y wounded: Mnj >r Carter, 38:b Indians,
wounded; Col. O'M ara. 90tb L>wa, woundetl; Major Mc-Caul.y, 10th Iowa, wounded; Col tterry, 5th Kentucky,
wounded; Mnjor Walker, fO.tb Missouri, weunded; MnjorCraveu, 3d Mis-ouri, wouuled.

REBEL SPECULATIONS

The Richmond Euquirer of the 24tb instant cays:
" The grt-ht harrier to the enemv's advance at Chatta¬

nooga i« Lookout Mountain. This is Bragg'* stronghold,
and his position there is hi impregnable to an assault that
the enemy has not had the temerity yet to attempt to carryit. Yet he in bury with his operation*, and it may be that
be may noon attempt a forward movement."
The army corresp>n ^ent of the Savannah Republican

writes :
" The enemy, since effecting a Iolgtnunt io Lookout

Vallejr, has not been idle He has thrown up defensive
w»iks for his infantry, and erec'ed batteries on the range
of hills which, starting at Brown's Ferry, run up the valley
on the west hide ol Lookout Creek and divide it nearly into
two equal pirts. He is ctill engaged upon these works.
The batten- a are intended not only to defend the valleyferry against assault, hut, in conjunction with the mocca-
sin gum, to sweep the north face of Lookout Mountain.
The possession of this mountain is all th*t is necessary to
render the position of the enemy safe and satisfactory, and
a the same time to render our positioi uanfe and un-
aatisfactoiy."
W. 0. Swan, a member of the Rebel Congreea, write*

to the Richmond Examiner a long defence of Gen. Bragg,
in the course of which he s*ys :

"The achievements of Gen. Brag^'s army have at laat,however, constrained not only tha enemy but our own
cnuntry to appreciate properly its importance and the
great interest coi.fi led t<> it. The eyes of two hostile peo¬
ple are directed with an intensity of interest, never before
manifested to the scene of its operations. The whole
p iwer almost of the United States Government now con¬
fronts an 1 threatens it, w hile it stand* bristling on Look¬
out Mountain and Missionary Ridge like nn impregnable
fortress hetwe- n us and the e emy. The la»e of tt>e Con¬
federacy seems to be suspended upon its successful re¬
actance or failure: and yet, strangely, in the fare of this
grent fact, there are those who would ariay against the
chief of th'S army the wor«t prejudices of his soldiers.
M schief ha* alieady b> en d>>n-< by the etie .ur>igement to
neglect of duty and to desertion winch these carpings
aflord ; *<» much indeed tNat if Gen. Bragg had been less
a soldier and disciplinarian his army would have long
since been dissolve!."
The Richmond Enquirer of the I8.h, in an article upon

Bragg and his Generals, places the responsibility for hi*
defeat upon Gen. J' ffersMi Divis. It says:

" Gen. Bragg having requested to be removed, the re¬
sponsibility ol hi* retention is openly aud boldly aasumed
by the President, and th» prayer of every patriot is that
he may bs right and all others wrong We hope that his
wisdom may again demonstrate itself, that Gen. Bragg
may illustiate its propriety with a glorious victory, and
that the President may ever point to Uiis controversy and
to this responsibility with proud satisfaction"

ESCAPE OF JOHN MORGAN.
Cl Evm.asD, Nov. 28..John Morgan anJ six officers

escaped from the Columbus p< intent ary last night. Great
exertions are being made lo recapture them.
CoLt MBUS, Nov. 28.The sii officers who escapedwith John Morgan this morning were.Captains Bennett,

Taylor, Sheldon, Haines, Hocketsiuitb, and Magee.
John Morgan, on retiring, changed with his brother

Dick from tha top cell to the lower tier, and dug their
w«y out under the wall of tbe jail. They have not yetbe -n retaken.

Mr. Fulton, of the Baltimore American, ha* received,penni-sion to go to Richmond as a private citnen, to act
as a medium of communication between the prisonersthere confined and their friends who niay send then) pro¬vision* or clothing. The consent of Commisaioner Ouldha t yet been obtained lo his arrangement


